Procedures 12: House Rules

T718 fAB

A few notes on the house and the rooms. The rooms are made of mud brick, so please do not put nails into the walls, as this causes flaking. The beds and the mattresses are not meant to be taken outside, nor may you change the beds in your room with those of another, occupied or not. Pillows are not provided (as was mentioned in the practical advice page given to you before your departure), but are available in Qamishli. The walls are quite thick, but please do not make excessive noise, especially during the rest periods. Do not talk or make noise outside of the bedrooms, around the pool or in the sherd yard after 10:30 at night, so as not to disturb those who want to sleep; please use the area North of the kitchen after 22:30.

The pool is a wonderful way for us all to relax and to cool down, but it can only be used during pool hours: 14:45-15:45. These hours are meant to give people who want to sleep a rest, and also to ensure that no one is in the pool area when the local staff returns to work at 16:00.

As for your belongings in the bedrooms or work areas, we do our best to provide a secure environment in all respects, but we cannot be held responsible for any damages or loss. You have keys to the bedrooms and the offices; make sure to keep them locked.

The rooms have plastic sheeting that goes over the furniture when the house is left after the season: it is your responsibility to remove, wash and store the sheeting while you are here, and to replace it if you are the last to use the room. You are more than welcome to leave some of your belongings here; keep in mind, however, that they must be placed in clearly labeled cardboard boxes, which should be organized several days before your departure. The boxes ensure that we can identify your stuff, and move it easily to whatever room you will be in the next season. Do not leave things in the dresser, in or on the furniture. If you are unable to return to Mozan for a few seasons, we cannot store your stuff indefinitely, so it will be distributed to those poor souls who have lost luggage or brought only winter clothes… so don’t leave anything you are attached to unless you are positive you will return the next season. There have been cases of things going missing or getting damaged by water, so if you really care about it, don’t leave it!

Music tastes are varied, so please use only headphones outside of your room. If someone is playing music in their room or are otherwise affecting your ability to work, please speak up, using a friendly tone! We are all here together, as a community, and want to live as harmoniously as possible.

Be sure to lock all the workrooms if you are the last to leave: even at dinnertime, even if you plan to come back later. If you were to become locked into the workrooms without a key, there is a spare key hanging by the door of A1.

No smoking within the buildings, in the main courtyard or on the excavations. Please use the smokers’ patio!

Please turn off lights and fan in room when you are not there: electricity is expensive, and the fan does not cool the room down, it only moves the air around. The electrical costs are mounting year by year, and we are trying to save as much as possible. If we notice power being wasted in the bedrooms we will put them on a timer that gives power only during break times. If you are the last to leave a room, be sure to turn off all lights, air conditioners and fans. To keep room cool, close windows before breakfast and reopen around 1800.

Please do not give gifts or print photos for anyone. First of all, this uses expedition resources that are brought from abroad, therefore difficult to replace, second it may put you in a difficult position if another person becomes jealous and accuses you of favoritism, and third you giving a gift or a photograph makes similar expedition gifts less impressive and important.

To be sensitive towards local sensibilities, do not wear shorts or drink alcohol outside of the house. To be sensitive to staff sensibilities, do not discuss illnesses in detail at meals!!!

We expect you to be aware of the content of the IIMAS policy which you signed: by accepting the invitation to come to Mozan, you agreed to be bound by its conditions.

We ask that you do your best to save the expedition money, esp. electricity costs.

